Magazine

St Hilary’s Church, Killay « St Martin’s Church, Dunvant

Gower Ministry Area 50p February 2026



ST.JAMES
FUNERAL HOME .

s Direct
Cremation

24HR SERVICE e
01792 643840 1350

Serving Swansea, Killay, Gower & Surrounding Areas

Chapel of Rest & Office
Ty'r Nant, 31 5t James Gardens, Uplands SA1 6DT

« Funeral Arrangemenis * Local Direct Cremations

» Local Expertise and « Traditional Funerals
Knowledge + Woodland Burials

+ Prepaid funeral Plans + Chapel of Rest Services

We take care of everything, yvour loved one’s wishes, your family,
friends and you.

Family Owned and Operated
Paul Garland-Thomas
David Garland-Thomas & Anna Llewellyn

GOLDEM CHARTER *
FUNERAL PLANE ~

L i
& At Martin's rebruary

How to Handle Temptation

‘I can resist everything but temptation’ (Oscar Wilde). During Lent we remember Jesus’
experience in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11), when ‘He was led by the Spirit to be
tempted by the devil’ (1). Temptation is a test of whether we do things our way or
God’s way. After 40 days of fasting Jesus was tired, hungry and vulnerable. Like Him,
the Devil will attack us at our most venerable moments, especially when we are
stressed.

The first temptation was to turn stones into bread: Jesus’ ministry was not about
putting His own needs first, but being nourished by God'’s word. ‘We do not live by
bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God’ (Deuteronomy 8:3).
Like Jesus, we need to make God our priority and trust Him completely.

The second temptation was to put God to the test: Jumping off the Temple
pinnacle would have been a dramatic way for Jesus to gain popularity, but this was
not God’s way! ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test” (Deuteronomy 6:16). We too
need to learn this lesson!

The third temptation was to worship Satan: The devil took Jesus up a mountain to
offer Him worldly power. In contrast, His calling as Messiah was to be marked by
suffering and honouring God. ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only’
(Deuteronomy 6:13). This is to be our experience of living for God.

Jesus stands with us in our temptations. As we claim the promises of Scripture, like
Him, we will find strength in the Spirit’s power and the victory of the Cross.

Consider these verses:

‘Watch and pray, so that you enter not into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the
flesh is weak! (Matthew 26:41)

‘Since Jesus Himself has endured being tempted, He is able to help those who are
tempted. (Hebrews 2:18)

‘Blessed is the man that endures temptation, for when he is tested, he shall receive
the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. (James 1:12)

‘If you look at the world, you'll be distressed. If you look within, you'll be depressed. But if
you look at Christ, you'll be at rest!” (Corrie Ten Boom).
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Simon Davies, Mike Powell, Barbara Roberts.

Roy Chapman, Mike Powell, Catherine Swain.
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Marian Williams @ 204175
Sylvia Powell @ 208955
Alun Bessette ® 699037
Diane Holohan @ 296272
Mike Powell @ 208955
Marian Williams @D 204175
Diane Holohan (D 07770788465 (texts preferred)
Geraldine Rees ® 207916
Chris Samuel

St Martin’s Church

Fairwood Road, Dunvant, Swansea SA2 7PE
Susan Dimblebee

Susan Dimblebee @ 299503
Roger Draisey @ 515391

Martin Draisey, Julia Lambert

Marian Williams ® 204175

Roger Rees (rogerrees134@gmail.com) () 207916
Sue Charles-Phillips (s.charles7@ntlworld.com)

www.eastgower.org
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¢ DAWSONS

ALL THINGS PROPERTY

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

BLOCK MANAGEMENT < EXPERT WITNESS
HOME BUYERS ¢ PROBATE VALUATIONS
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

COURT OF PROTECTION < SURVEYS
AUCTION, SALES & RENTALS

Estate Management Dawsons Trainillgqmmﬂ
(Y ) Wa|eS all Trngs 1T

CLC are here for all your Estate & Block
Management needs based in Swansea
covering sites in South, West and Mid Wales.

Online Training Course suitable for both initial
and renewal Rent Smart Wales Agents and
Landlords licence requirements.

www.dawsonsproperty.co.uk

Please support the Advertisers who support us!
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St Hilary’s Church, Killay

Sidespersons

Feb Sue & Bob Mapp
Mar Sylvia & Mike Powell
Elements

1st Lay led

8th Jan & Jim Proudfoot

15th Diane Holohan, Chris Regan
22nd Sylvia & Mike Powell
Mar 1st  Lay led

Readers
1st Lay led
8th Sandra Banks

15th Nigel Fletcher
22nd Jim Proudfoot
Mar 1st  Lay led

Intercessions

1st Lay led

8th Sheila Betts
15th Marian Williams
22nd Angela Reed
Mar 1st  Layled

Eucharist Assistants
1st Lay led

8th Roy Chapman
15th Mike Powell
22nd Cath Swain
Mar 1st  Lay led

Altar Flowers

1st Geraldine Rees in memory of her
brother Alan
8th Sue Davies in memory of John
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15th Pam Davies in memory of Murray
22nd LENT
Mar 1st  LENT

Coffee
1st Nansi Evans, Sandra Banks
8th Jan Lewis, Carol Conway

15th Eileen & Nigel Fletcher
22nd Val Beynon, Christine Williams
Mar 1st  Pam Davies, Gillian Hutchinson

St Martin’s Church, Dunvant

Sidespersons

1st Gareth Dimblebee
8th Sue Dimblebee
15th lan Dimblebee
22nd Roger Draisey
Readers

1st Kim Edwards

8th Haulwen Lumsdaine

15th Alun Bessette
22nd Judy Doyle
Altar Flowers

1st Alun Bessette in memory of
Dudley & Mair Evans

8th Phyillis Cameron

15th Carol Lewis

22nd LENT

Holy Dusters Sue & lan Dimblebee
All enquiries:
Christenings, Weddings & Funerals
A1 i Please contact:
4’ i Rev'd Layfetta Masih
Mobile: 07414 268163
® 01792410488
Email: layfettamasih@cinw.org.uk

News

We pray for those who are ill at home, in
hospital or nursing homes.

Our thoughts are also with those who lovingly care for them by day and night.
Julie Cole, Miriam Evans, Doll Lee, Diane Lewis (Hillside Nursing Home), Olwen
Nicholas, Betty Nutt, Mary Osborne (Hillside Nursing Home), Rev'd Judith Phillips,
Jane Riseborough, Rita Trew, Gloria and Brian Wilkins, Eileen Wilson and all others
known to Him who need our prayers.

RIP ALAN PICKARD: our thoughts, prayers and deepest sympathy are sent with
much love to Carole, Heather, Tim and their families on the death of Alan at his home
in Llangennith. More to follow in next month's magazine.

BERYL EILEEN HARRIS

Although we were aware that Beryl had been unwell for some time we were,
nevertheless, saddened to hear of her death. Beryl loved her church and her church
loved Beryl.

Beryl was born in the Bonymaen area of Swansea, but at a young age she and her
family moved to Fforestfach. She had a happy childhood and her first place of work
was at Treseder and Pressdee but later in life worked for Marks and Spencers at their
Viking Way Warehouse. She was a well liked and popular work mate - they were like
family - they shared sorrows, joys and secrets. They all remained friends for many
years after Beryl retired.

A next door neighbour in Fforestfach was a young man named Gerry Harris — the
rest is history and they married in Cockett Church in 1960 and moved to Dunvant
where Jeremy and Catherine were born; then they moved to Upper Killay. Finally
she and Gerry spent their last years together in Dylan Road. They both loved good
holidays and travelled widely in this country and abroad.

Beryl was a sociable person - she loved people and having coffee with friends and
entertaining. How fitting that the final meal for Beryl on her earthly home was at St.
Hilary's Church Hall. For close on 6 decades she had prepared food for Arch Bishop
Rowan Williams, Bishops, Chancellors, Cannons and countless Vicars and Curates.
She delighted in laying the tables for the various events and when the white
tablecloths would be removed to reveal the festive boards one word would echo
from the guests “WOW".
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There was not a Fayre, celebration, leaving party, welcome a new vicar party that
Beryl was not involved in. When you visited the Harris household Beryl would greet
you with a warm welcoming smile - you could not leave without a cup of tea.

If it was September she would be busy in the kitchen preparing mince meat -
Christmas puddings and Christmas cakes. In the freezer would already be the fillings
for the various savoury items she would have on her stall for the Christmas Fayre.

Beryl was a proud mother and grandmother. She supported Jeremy in all his

church undertakings. For many years Jeremy served as Church Warden with Beryl at
his side. For Catherine the support was in another direction - if you wanted to see
Beryl go to the gates of Dunvant School at going home time - she would be there
greeting Catherine's children.

Beryl didn't show off or brag. She was offered offices in the church but she always
declined. She worked tirelessly without any titles - she did it for St. Hilary's Church.

You will be very much missed by us all - but we are so aware of the loss to your
family. We send our love and our prayers to Jeremy and Sarah and Mia, Christian and
Jackson and to Catherine and Colin and Rebecca, Joseph and Harrison.

May you Rest in Peace
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ST HILARY'S CHURCH CENTENARY - AUGUST 2026

As many of you will know, St. Hilary's Church will be 100 years old this year. We
intend to celebrate this occasion in a number of ways but need your help. If you,
your families, friends and neighbours have or have had any connection with St.
Hilary's over the years, please can you look for any photographs or possible orders of
service from weddings, funerals, baptisms or confirmations.

We need photographs and memories of church organisations, church fayres, youth
clubs, pram group, luncheon club, sporting activities, garden club trips and
celebratory events of any kind at all. Anything you have will be appreciated and
returned to you.

Any ideas will be welcomed, please don't be afraid to think outside the box.

Thank you,
Marian Williams and Mike Powell
Congregational Wardens.

MONTHLY HOUSE GROUPS:

Mike & Sylvia — 1st Monday

Celia Hall — 2nd Tuesday

Carol Conway - 3rd Thursday

St Martin’s House Group will meet at St Martin’s on the last Wednesday of the
month 6.00pm

NEW WARDEN ST HILARY’S:

Please keep Cath Swain in your prayers as we formally welcome her into her
role as warden on the 15th of February during the Sunday Eucharist at St
Hilary's.

We give thanks to Mike for the many years of faithful service as warden, and
we give thanks also to Sylvia for her support during his time of office.

Safeguarding Contact

Ministry Area Safeguarding officer Cath Swain
07854119359
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Your support matters

The work of our church is reliant on people’s generosity.
Your giving enables everything that we do, including our church services, our work
with children and young people, our work with the elderly and the bereaved and
much more.
We couldn’t do it without you: thank you so much!
If you would like more information about online giving,
please go to our website and follow the link Giving.
Website: www.eastgower.org

Or scan this QR code with your mobile device and choose
the amount you wish to give and if you are a UK taxpayer
you can add 25% in Gift Aid at no extra cost to yourself.

4 EAST GOWER |
| CHILDREN &YOUT_;

Please follow us on
Facebook

yiv. ©
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St Hilary’s Church Hall, Killay, SA2 7[)
Arrive for 9.30 to enjoy your coffee and
croissant!

1

Book NOW at bubblechurch.org EI

"$t Hilary's Church Tots"

Mondays termtime @ 9:15 to 11am

s oin us in the rear church hal
-
. For fun and play
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61567766962820
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61567766962820
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Bubble Church (with puppets) - 1% Monday of the month
Sunday School —2" & 3" Sunday of the month

Welsh Story & Rhyme Time (up to 18 months)

Music Society — 2" Monday of the month

World
TOTS Group (up to school age)

Sl

9:00 and 10:30am
9:15t0 11:00am
1:00 to 2:00pm

10:15-12:30
7:30pm

SUNDAY
9:30
MONDAY
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TUESDAY

Chris - 07738199666
Celene - 07595456532

FLexercise Keep Fit for 50+

ChairYoga

9:45 and 11:00am
1:15t0 2:15pm

6:00pm

4th Killay Brownies

Mothers’ Union — 3 Tuesday of the month

2:00 to 4:00pm
WEDNESDAY

9:30am

Drop in to see Kate - kgoudge@ww.com

Kay - 01792206373

WeightWatchers

Luncheon Club —1* Wednesday of the month

10:00am

THURSDAY
9:15am

Julie - 07796 173074

(once a month by appointment)

inic

Foot Cl

Rachel - info@swanseadance.com

Dancefit

5:45 to 6:45pm

FRIDAY

Drop In to enquire

Indoor Bowls Club

7:00 t0 9:00
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sthilaryhallbooking@yahoo.com

07770788465 (texts preferred) or email

Contact Diane - Tel

' When it feels like the world is falling apart, where
might we look for Peacefulness?  In uncertain
times, what might inspire a new pattern of living
for us, shaped by hope not life’s troubles?

Gower Ministry Area is inviting people to a group
that will seek to try and make sense of our world

and ask some of the Big Questions of life through
conversations about faith and what makes us tick.

We're running groups which are less about providing ‘all the answers’and more
about a space for discovery, reflection, and growth. Imagine a safe haven for those
searching for meaning, those healing from hurt, and those simply looking for a fresh
start. A diversity of stories and perspectives that enriches the experience for
everyone involved.

We're offering two different groups:
+ An online group meets on Zoom at 7.30pm on Tuesday nights from February 3rd.
Meeting ID: 8972887 2933; Passcode: 823812

+ An in person group meets at 6pm on Mondays at St Hilary’s Church Hall, Killay from
February 23rd. This group will also offer an evening meal together.

Every week features a short film on topics like meaning, purpose, and belief -
followed by open, honest conversations. You're encouraged to express curiosity,
raise doubts, or simply listen in. Many people who considered themselves non -
religious or unsure have found these sessions to be a refreshing place to think,
discuss, and connect without obligation.

Our approach is that faith should be explored, notimposed. So we have no
assumptions and no expectations. Alpha is open to all - regardless of your

background or beliefs.

How to take part? You can let us know you'd like to come along by contacting
Peter by text or WhatsApp on 07944056335, or peterlewis@cinw.org.uk

February St Hilary’s & St Martin’s 13



Music Society

The first meeting of the Music Society in 2026 was on Monday 19th January. We
enjoyed lunch at the Black Boy.

We were welcomed by our chairman, Babs Roberts. There were 25 present,
including members and some very welcome guests. The meal was thoroughly
enjoyed by all.

The customary quiz took place during the meal which resulted in much laughter.

Our very generous

N

members had
provided prizes for

Our next meeting
will be on Monday,
9th February at
7:30pm in the
church hall for the
AGM.

All welcome
to join us.

14 51 Hilary’s & St Martins February

our usual free raffle.

Mothers” Union

"Mothers' Union recommenced on 20th January 2026, with a Eucharist in church, led
by Canon Robert Davies-Hannen, Vicar of Sketty. He reflected on Jesus' words, "The
Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath" (Mark 2 v 37) and
highlighted that God has given us the Sabbath as a day of rest and refreshment, for
our good, and it is important for us to prioritise it. We then, appropriately, enjoyed a
time of refreshment together, with a very welcome cup of tea and chat in the church
hall, before settling down to business with our 2026 AGM, which was chaired by
Babs Roberts.

We paid tribute to Margaret Massey and Gwynneth Prestwood, who died in 2025.
Fran Steadman was re-elected as Branch Leader, Secretary and Treasurer. Sandra
Banks and Babs Rowe have retired from the committee. Thanks to them for their
service. They have been replaced on the committee by Sally Bowen and Beryl
Claybrooke.

We are looking forward to the year ahead, with our next meeting on 17th February
2026 at 2.30 pm, a Bring and Share Mid - Winter tea party. Visitors are always very
welcome at any of our meetings, which are on the third Tuesday of the month. Do
come along; you will have a warm welcome. "

Fran Steadman
Branch Leader

Have you got something you would like to say?

Read a good book? Seen a good film or play? Had a Eg

good holiday? Recommend a recipe? Gardening tips?

Something interesting or funny happened to you? ehureh wa 8

Tell us about it.

You can either hand in your contribution to Geraldine or myself or e-mail to
rogerrees134@gmail.com and we will share them in the magazine.

Articles for the magazine can be submitted by the date printed in the magazine
to enable publication the following month.

Thank you
Roger
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Got Questions?
Try Alpha! St Hilary's Church Hall
Killay, SA2 7DZ

Explore
Six Mondays @ 6pm Life
Starting February 23rd .

Scan code for more info Faith

FREE to all! Meanlng

/ 10.30am ‘12 oo / '
\Cwm IvyWood Llanmadoc /

A walk through the woods t})lexplore
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God in the Sciences
by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz, Ruth writes on the positive relationship between Science and Christian faith.
Fearfully and Wonderfully Made

Every person who ever lived was once a sperm and an egg. Those two cells fused
together, and in nine months they turned into a living, breathing, human being.
Each of us emerged from this same embryonic development process, which is highly
complex and organised, but variable enough to turn out a unique individual every time.

If you like order - such as neat piles of stationery, or tidy colour-coded files — you will
enjoy this story. One of the most important stages of an embryo’s development is
when each section of the body, from head to rump, takes on its identity. Each part is
told what shape to take, and which limbs or internal organs to grow: legs or arms,
lungs or kidneys, and so on.

The most beautiful part of this body-patterning process is that it brings the
dimensions of time and space together in such a neat way. The DNA instructions for
the procedure, known as genes, are organised in the order in which they are needed
during development which is also the order in which they appear on the body. No
other sets of genes are known to be arranged in such a tidy pattern.

So, as the embryo develops, the tissues near the head end activate the first sets of
genes. Those active genes then make all the proteins needed for that part of the
body to grow and develop in the right way. The tissues just below the head then
switch on the second set of genes, and so on. A wave of activation passes down the
embryo, specifying each section of the trunk in turn.

The Wisconsin-based developmental biologist Jeff Hardin often quotes Psalm 139 to
express the wonder of embryonic development. The Psalmist did not understand
how this process happened, but he knew that it was a marvellous thing. “For you
created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb...your works are
wonderful, | know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when | was made in
the secret place, when | was woven together in the depths of the earth.”

The story of the tidy genes brings out the hidden beauty in the very early stages of
embryonic development. The more biologists get to find out about how we came to
be born, the more we can say, “l am fearfully and wonderfully made”!

February S Hilarys & 5t Markins 17



Parish of Killay Magazine, 50 years ago - January 1976

Sunday School

The parish Sunday School party was held on New Year's Day and, once again, it was a
tremendous success. We would like to thank the teachers for organising the games
and the many helpers who provided food to satisfy the 100 or more who sat down to
tea.

Cheese & Wine Evening

It is hoped to arrange a cheese and wine evening in the Church Hall on Tuesday,
24th February at 8:00pm. Tickets for this will be on sale. Further details will be
announced nearer the date.

News in Brief
«  We extend our congratulations to David Bowen of Wimmerfield Avenue, on
passing the entrance examination for Cambridge University and being
accepted to read medicine at Trinity Hall.
«  The adult confirmation group will begin meeting in the Church Hall on
Thursday, 12th February at 7:30pm.

FROM THE REGISTERS

Holy Baptism:

4th January Claire Rebecca Doyle 7 Pen-y-Fro Close
Steven Richard Burrows 54 Pen-y-Fro

11th January Matthew David Pocock 41 Goetre Fach Road

Holy Matrimony:

3rd January John Linford Rees and Helen Griffiths

Burials:

12th January Hannah Webber 55 Coed Lan, Three Crosses

16th January Robert Elvey Grove 123 Goetre Fawr Road
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Please make a note of the Hymns for Professionals

following event in March:
Dentist - Crown Him with many crowns

Y, invited L. f Contractors - The Church’s one foundation
Ou are Invited to join us for an Obstetricians - Come labour on

Afternoon Tea at St Hilary's on Golfers - There is a green hill far away
Sunday 22nd March
Tickets will be £5

Politicians - Standing on the promises
Librarians - Let all mortal flesh keep silent

//
HERITAGE
CARPET & FLOORING LTD

422 Gower Road, Killay,
Swansea SA2 7TAJ

Tel/Fax: 01792 202021

www heritagecarpetandflooring co uk
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WHITECROSS

Qq b Orﬁz AND SON LTD

CARDS*GIFTS*PARTY WARE Plumbing & Heating

9 The Pracinct, Killay g

Gas Boiler Servicing
07531159599 28 Pentre Banadl, Killay SA2 7DD

; and ‘ Tel: 01792 206156
Helen 5 Cards, Gorsernon Mobile: 07802152130
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Wild Church January 24t 2026

Perhaps we are taking the term Wild too literally at the moment. The rain had eased
but the wind decided to compensate, rather than disappoint us. As St. Cattwg’s
Patronal festival falls on January 24, this was the obvious venue to host the event.
Caffi Cattwg held in the church was open today, so we were able to sample real
coffee, tea and the most delicious selection of homemade cakes including provision
for food allergies. This also gave us an opportunity to meet and chat to local people
from the area.

During the morning details of the life of St. Cattwg were playing on screen plus
views of the local area. Today, the sea was rough, with waves breaking as they came
in, rock pools towards the Salthouse full, the headland towards Culver Hole not
looking particularly welcoming, yet every one part of our wonderful coastline and
God'’s creation. We were invited to reflect on the life of St. Cattwg, his values, Celtic
crosses, the stained-glass windows and the local area before creating blocks to print
whatever images came to mind. |am not artistic in any way, so decided to attempt
to recreate the WOW logo on my tile. With help and encouragement from 8-year-old
Joey, one of the Wild Church regulars with his mum and dad, | did my best, but the
work of so many other people particularly Dan Edy’s daughters was incredible. Peter
Williams, one of the congregational wardens in SW Gower recreated the story of St.
Cattwg and the mouse.
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Some of us decided to walk down
through the village to the beach and |
kept thinking of the bravery of Coxswain
Billy Gibbs, Second Coxswain William
Eynon and lifeboatman George Harry,
three crew members of the lifeboat
Janet who lost their lives on New Year’s
Day 1916. The Janet was launched from
Port Eynon into seas similar to the ones
we were looking at. The slipway can
now be seen in front of the Youth Hostel near the Salthouse.

Not venturing as far as Horton, we turned back and walked though the dunes and
along the boardwalk until we reached Port Eynon. As always, thanks to Dan for all
his organisation, another fun event with good company and the opportunity to
make new friends in Port Eynon.

Marian Williams

St Hilary's Church Refurbished Lych Gate

The work to repair our Lych Gate at St. Hilary’s has recently been completed.

Creativity in service of God’s Kingdom is definitely evident here. The creativity,
craftsmanship and talent of Tom Banfield is superb.

The Lych Gate was blessed and Rev. Layfetta cut the ribbon at the end of our
service on January 18th. Thanks to Roy Chapman for driving this project and
members of the MA Property Committee for their support

(Please see photo inside back cover)
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Broadmead, Killay, SA2 7EL Tel : 01792 512135
www.killaypetshop.co.uk
Monday - Saturday 9am - S5pm

We stock a full range of Pet Food, Treats, Toys and Accessories
and a large range of Wild Bird Foods and Feeders

O

> We now offer a Key Cutting Service
for Mortice and Cylinder keys

Peter Nicholas & Sons
ROOEING

Established 1984
Third generation of family tradition

® Slating ® Tiling ® Fibreglass B Fascias
B Gutters H Property Services
01792 202115 07702 434983
01792 518767 07860 700651

www.peternicholasroofing.co.uk
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Gower Ministry Area Ash Wednesday Services
; ‘ 18th Feb

—4945am St Mary, Pennard
1110am Llanrhidian church

Wild Church:

Book here...

21 Feb 1030am Cwm Ivy
28 Mar 2pm Oxwich

1030am St David, Llanddewi
1030am All Souls, Tycoch

Mondays 6pm from Feb 23 at St Hilary’s Church

Hall Follow the Alpha Course to explore the Christian faith o

Tuesdays 7.30pm from Feb 11 online Follow the Alpha

Course to explore the Christian faith and bring your questions.
Zoom Meeting ID: 897 2887 2933 Passcode: 823812

Wednesdays 7-7.30am from Feb 18th online Lenten
Meditation. Zoom Meeting ID: 603 821 5745 Password: 241268

Wednesdays 3pm from Feb 25th at The King Arthur,
Reynoldston, Lent Course exploring some of Jesus’ Prayer Life.
Wednesday 7pm from Feb 18: Lamplighter Shop,

Bishopston. Exploring a Pilgrimage to 6 Welsh Cathedrals

Lent discussion within the Holy Communion:
All Souls Tycoch Wednesdays 1030am,

St Hilary’s Killay Thursdsays 11am
gowerma.org
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St James the Least of All

The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle Eustace’

The Rectory, St James the Least of All
On the art of drinking well

My dear Nephew Darren

You closed your last letter with the remark that it was time to retire to bed with a cup of
cocoa. That may be all very well for the pious intensity of a theological college - although
a stiff whisky was always acceptable in my day - but it is not a style to continue once in
the parish. | do feel obliged to give you a few hints about what should and should not be
drunk in public as a parish priest.

Morning visits are to be discouraged, but if one is unavoidable, and you are invited to
have a drink, then it has to be coffee. It is the only time of day when a mug is acceptable -
provided, of course, that it is bone china or porcelain. In the afternoons one changes to
tea, but only from cups. Blended varieties may be all very well for Curates in their first
year, but it should be Darjeeling for an incumbent. And fruit teas are for Quakers only.

If an inappropriate vessel is offered, then the drink should be accepted, but left
untouched. Since the visit will be discussed in the finest detail throughout the parish the
moment you have left, your host will soon learn why and not make the same error a
second time. It is for the same reason that if you ever want to circulate a piece of news
round the parish as quickly as possible, never put it in the parish magazine, just mention
it casually during one of your visits. Everyone will know by teatime.

Alcoholic drinks must be carefully judged. A sherry - dry, naturally - is probably best if
you are invited to lunch. In the early evening, a gin and tonic would be the drink of
choice. To ask for whisky would indicate that you are about to go over to Rome, and a
mineral water that you have your roots in non-conformity. Beer is never, ever drunk in
someone’s house unless you suffer from some personal tragedy, such as being the
diocesan youth chaplain.

However, an occasional beer in the pub with the bell-ringers (who will be real ale
fanatics to a man) or after choir practice - which seems to be the real purpose of holding
practices anyway - or as a treat for the sacristan, will show you are a man of the people. It
is some years since | visited the pub.

Understanding wine should be taught at every theological college as an essential part
of the ministry. Develop a taste for claret, dear boy, and you will be starting your journey
towards high office.

And perhaps you should give that tin of cocoa to the verger.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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Cila | Killay
Neuadd Yr Eglwys St Hilary
St Hilary's Church Hall

Friday 20 February 2026
Friday 6 March 2026
Friday 24 April 2026

Church Hall: St Hilary's

Two large rooms with refreshment and disabled facilities
available for hire ..... parties, anniversaries, meetings etc.

Phone 07770788465 (texts preferred)

St Martin's Church is available for hire. It can accommodate about 35 people.
If you are interested, please contact Church Wardens.

Our Vision: Afamily, rooted in Christ, committed to transforming lives by:
Gathering as God'’s people - Growing more like Jesus - Going out in the power of the Spirit.
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KILLAY GARDEN SERVICES

KGS

Grass cutting, hedge maintenance, all types of tree
work carried out, weed control and chipper hire.

Contact Trevor on 07708980416

\
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GLENMORE

HEALTH ARD BECHEATION

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER

Regular foot health visits Hot wax treatments
Treatment of corns and callus Problem nails treated
Gel pedicure DBS checked, diabetic trained
\Aa Foot pamper sessions

I

~ TREATMENT STARTS WITH THE FIRST STEP

CALL NOW 01792 281580.... and ask for Caitlin

CaitlinFromGlenmore [jl GlenmoreHealthAndRecreation

/
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St Hilary’s Church The deadline for articles for the March 2026
481a Gower Rd, Killay magazine is on Friday 20 February 2026.

DigitalSolutions

TV Aerial and Satellite Services SA2 7DZ
[ Aerial / Satellite Installation & Repairs The magazine is printed and published by St Hilary
M HD TV Mounting & Set Up Martin’s Church and St Martin Churches in the Gower Ministry Area,
M Freeview & Sky Multiview Installation St Martin’s Churc D ‘s 4B Church in Wal
[ Multi Points & Systems Catered = frsed] Tl iocese of Swansea and Brecon, Church in Wales.
[ Free Quotations & Advice Provided Dunvant
[ Fully Qualified, Insured & Registered The views in the articles reflect the views of the
[ Fully Certified & Approved SA27PE i dividual wibuting the it q .

. individuals contributing the items and are no
M Prompt Service . freesat Everyone is welcome to our . .
[ swansea Based, Local Service intended to represent the official views of the

services, full details of which . .
For a professional, reliable service guaranteed, MHD Ministry Area or the Church in Wales.
Choose DigitalSolutions for all your TV needs! are on the back page

01792 421920 07795 244669 rdit™
web: digitalsolutions.wales registereddigitalinstitute If you have any news or photos you would care to share
email: tvdigitalsolutions@gmail.com Registered Digital Installer 18264821 please contact -
: Tel: 207916
OP co AT D E c 0 RA T’N email: rogerrees134@gmail.com

GOWER G

Interior & Exterior Work
Undertaken Exercise ;

No job too smalllll Classes EXERCISE

Free Quotations upon Request Enquiries e mendy nes:
Christine O'Rourke

www.eastgower.org

Please call between 8am and 8pm 3 01792 290100
Telephone: 01792 851281 St Hilary's Church Hall, Killay: Tues  9:45am & 11:00am Ladies
Mobile: 07967245177 = St Paul's Parish Centre, Sketty: Tues 7:00pm Ladies

Thurs 10:00am Ladies
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Final report of 2025 Social / Fund raising committee

Well didn't that year fly by.......... Sylvia and | have been looking back at 2025. We've
been a small band in the S/ FR organising committee, (namely Babs, Nansi, Angela
Reed, Marian, Sylvia and Mike) and the outcome has been as follows:

March Coffee Morning at St H Church Hall raised £454.59
April Charity concert at St H in aid of the local Swansea Salvation Army for

community work. £470.00
June Wow, an amazing £2000 for MNDA ( Motor Neurone Disease

Association) re: Murray Davies: with a concert by the Swansea Bay
Ladies Choir at St H church hall with Jonathan Lycett. £2000

September: Coffee Morning at Church hall realised £642
October: Harvest Supper with the u3a Swansea ukulele Big Band amounted to
£639.28
December:  Annual GWALIA Choir concert in church. £629
Annual Christmas raffle £949
Jamaica Hurricane Collection £431
Phew That came to an amazing grand total of £6214.87

So if you helped in whatever way through the year to help make that total..all we can
say is a grateful THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

So now Sylvia and | will step back and pass the baton on to our successors in this
Centenary year. Good luck.

Sylvia & Mike Powell

We ended our service outside, giving thanks for our refurbished lych gate.
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Church Services: St Hilary’s & St Martin’s

FEBRUARY

1

Fourth Sunday
of Epiphany

5
Thursday

8

Second Sunday
before Lent

Creation Sunday

12
Thursday

15

Sunday before Lent
Transfiguration Sunday

19

Thursday

22

First Sunday of Lent

26

Thursday

ST HILARY'’S
KILLAY

9.30am Bubble Church
11.00am Lay led Service

Followed by coffee

11.00am
Eucharist

11.00am
Eucharist
Followed by coffee

11.00am
Eucharist

11.00am
Eucharist
Followed by coffee

11.00am
Eucharist

11.00am
Eucharist
Followed by coffee

11.00am
Eucharist

The magazine of St Hilary & St Martin churches
in the Gower Ministry Area, Diocese of Swansea and Brecon.

www.eastgower.org
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ST MARTIN’S

DUNVANT

11.00am
Eucharist

10.00am
Lay led Service

9.00am
Eucharist

11.00am
Eucharist
Followed by coffee



